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Nestor Osorio Interview – Engineering Village Fall Newsletter
Engineering Information:
As Professor and Science Engineering Librarian at Northern Illinois University, Nestor Osorio is particularly interested in technical information, the use and development of digital collections, content analysis, and bibliometrics. For the month of September, Nestor developed an exhibit that was displayed at the University’s centralized library with the aim of communicating the historical and current relevance of the Engineering Index to the school’s engineering community.


Nestor, thank you for taking the time to speak with me today. Can you tell us about the “Engineering Index: 125 Years of Innovation and Development” exhibit at your library?

Nestor Osorio:
Well, the exhibit is displayed in the main lobby on the first floor of the central library, and it’s made of five panels, each one about 3x5, and four exhibit cases. The five panels basically describe the history of the Engineering Index. One is dedicated to the creator, J. B. Johnson, who we describe as an engineer, scholar, pioneer in informatics, and a humanist.


The second panel shows the index in its first years, up to 1950. The third panel deals with the historical event of the 1960’s and 70’s, followed by the panel that deals with the 80’s, 90’s and up to the current times. There is also a panel dedicated to Engineering Village and to its creator. 
Ei:
What sort of things do you have in the exhibit cases?

Nestor Osorio:
We have four exhibit cases. One case shows a copy of the first compilation of the Engineering Index, which covered the periods from 1884 to 1891, and was published in 1892. 

In this case, we display several portions of this special volume. For example the preface, which describes the Index for the first time, the list of the original periodicals included in the Index, a copy of the page of the actual Index showing bibliographic records, summaries of the articles, and so on. There’s also a copy that we own of the Index back to 1928.


In the second case, we show different formats of the Index: the current Compendex through Engineering Village as it is displayed now on the monitors, and a current description of this database. It also shows in all the copies, for example, subject headings, books, as compared to the current one. We show an older copy of the thesaurus as compared to the current one, and also copies of later publications, compared to the current one.


The other two cases are dedicated to showing the Index as a valuable contributor for the dissemination of science and technology. We selected two subjects rather in a random way because we have probably a million of them. We present the subject matters, one is operations research, and the second one is dedicated to the internal combustion engine. So, what we do is that it shows the first citation published in the Index -- for example -- about linear programming, or about stochastic methods as related to operational research, and the first records also in the Index related to internal combustion engines. 


This follows with bibliographic records of this subject as they currently show in the 2009 Edition of Compendex. 
Ei:
Great, so it really traces through the history of those innovations.

Nestor Osorio:
Right. And it also displays books in the early ages of this subject, and current books, and also periodicals, and so on.

Ei:
So, why did you decide to put this exhibit together to begin with?

Nestor Osorio:
Well, the first main reason is because this is a very special year. It’s the year of the 125th Anniversary of the Engineering Index, which is an important milestone for the pioneering of engineering publications. On a personal basis, I’m interested in the history of science and technology, and this gave me an opportunity to learn more about the early age of events in technology in the United States.


Another reason is because we have a centralized library system here at Northern, which made it difficult to reach engineering students who are in another building several blocks away. So, I always look for topics that are interesting and get their attention, not only to students but also to the engineering faculty and to find a way to communicate with them through these interesting topics.

Ei:
Have you gotten much response? What sorts of reactions have you gotten to the exhibit?

Nestor Osorio:
Well, the exhibit has been listed each day of the month of September in the official list of NIU Current Events. This allows the entire University community to know about this particular exhibit. I have received very good comments from my (colleagues) in the library, as well as some faculty members in the Engineering and in the Sciences Department. 

They agree that not only is it important having a historical perspective of how technical information has been developed through the years, but also to remind the new generation of students of the resources available to them. They like to search the Internet, but usually the resources that are available there are not really the best resources they could use.

So, this gives them an opportunity to know more about technical databases like the Compendex, it is an educational experience for them too.

Ei:
Right, so they can have sort of both the historical and the current relevance to what they’re learning.

Nestor Osorio:
Right. Finally, I would like to acknowledge the work of my colleague Charles Larry who designed the panels.   
Ei:
Great. Well, thank you so much for talking with us today.

