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Maliaca Oxnam has been a science-engineering librarian at the University of Arizona Libraries (UAL) since 2000.  Her time there has included involvement in several strategic projects for UAL, including leading the Strategic Long Range Planning Team for the Libraries, the development of the Geotechnical Rock & Water Resources Digital Library (GROW), and more. Ei recently talked with Maliaca about her work on the Technical Report Archive & Image Library project (TRAIL). Focused on further helping researchers get their hands on hard to find historical government research reports, the TRAIL project involves collaboration between UAL and more than 50 other academic, government, and commercial institutions.  
About the TRAIL project:

This is a collaborative project focused on collecting, archiving, and digitizing old government technical reports. It’s challenging to track down who has what material, because of how it was originally distributed and a lack of cataloging, so the project aims to further access to and use of this valuable information and create collections that are complete and catalogued. 

The kinds of information found in these reports:

This information is valuable for research covering a wide range of topics. Everything from The Office of Saline Waters reports on desalination of water to the Atomic Energy Commission Reports which contain experiments and data that could never be replicated today. 

Who is involved in this project: 

This is a collaboration of more than 50 institutions, including academic, private, and government. It’s important not to duplicate efforts, so the project is working closely with the agencies that originally created these reports to ensure the agencies haven’t already digitized their archived reports themselves and to verify the reports they find. 

The problem TRAIL aims to solve: 

Early government reports have gotten lost or are not cataloged so researchers don’t know what is available to them or how to go about finding it. TRAIL identifies and classifies items, comparing collections from different institutions to identify missing reports. They work with agencies to verify reports and then catalog the reports so researchers will be able to find them in the future. Currently, researchers can’t find or don’t even know where to look for this technical information that could be important to their research. Without cataloging or recording of who has which materials, it’s difficult even for specialists to find what they need.

The end-goal of the project: 

The final goal is to have a site where researchers can go to easily find these reports, where they know it’s the authoritative information, and where they can then get the full-text report for their research. They hope to build a collection with a digital and print version of every record, and make the reports more easily accessible.

